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Nationality: Hellenic 
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Research Center “Alexander Fleming”, 34 Al. Fleming, 16672 Athens, Greece.  
Tel: (30) 210 9654382; Fax: (30) 210 9654210 
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  Web page: https://www.fleming.gr/research/ifbr/researchers/aidinis-lab 
 
Education and Degrees 
 
1982-1987: Undergraduate student at the Department of Biology, University of Patras, 

Patra, Greece. Diploma (BSc) in Biology.  
1988-1994: Graduate student at the National Hellenic Research Foundation (NHRF), 

Athens, Greece. PhD Diploma in Molecular Biology, Biology Department, 
University of Athens, Athens, Greece.      

1994-1996: Research Associate, in the context of the 23-month mandatory military 
service, at the Laboratory of Pathology, Naval Hospital of Athens, Greece. 

1996-1999: Post-Doctoral Research Associate at Mount Sinai Medical School, University 
of New York and Howard Hughes Medical Institute, NYC, USA. 

1999-2000:  Post-Doctoral Research Associate at Hellenic Pasteur Institute, Athens, 
Greece. 

 
Research activities  
 
1986-1987: Diploma thesis on “Heat shock proteins of Drosophila melanogaster, Ceratitis 

capitata and Aspergillus nidulans. A comparison”. University of Patras, Biology 
Department, Laboratory of Genetics, Cell Biology and Differentiation. 

1987: Visiting scientist at the Laboratory of Genetic Biochemistry at the Necker 
Hospital, Paris. Work on the desegregation of the human chromosome 21.  

1988-1994:  Ph.D. thesis work at the National Hellenic Research Foundation on 
“Immunochemical identification and characterization of a novel nuclear RNP”. 

1991: Visiting scientist at the Laboratory of Biochemistry, University of Nijmegen, 
Nijmegen, The Netherlands. Recipient of an EMBO short-term fellowship. 
Work on the cloning, through phage display, of a novel RNP protein.  

1994-1996: Research Associate, in the context of the 23-month mandatory military service, 
partly at the Laboratory of Pathology, Naval Hospital of Athens. Work on the 
identification of possible prognostic and/or diagnostic markers of Breast Cancer 
using RT-PCR and immunocytochemistry. 

1996-1999:  Research Associate at the Ruttenberg Cancer Center, Mount Sinai School of 
Medicine, and Howard Hughes Medical Institute, New York City, NY/USA. 
Work on the biochemistry of V(D)J recombination. 
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1999-2000: Research Associate at the Hellenic Pasteur Institute, Athens, Greece. Work on 
the Discovery of novel genes and/or pathways in the development of 
Rheumatoid Arthritis, using animal models, Differential Display PCR and DNA 
microarrays. 

2000: Visiting Scientist at the laboratory of TAGC, INSERM/CNRS, University of 
Marseille at Luminy, France. Wet lab training on nylon DNA microarrays. 

2000: Appointed (01/05/2000) as Researcher grade C (eq. Assistant Professor, 
tenure track) at the Institute of Immunology, Biomedical Sciences Research 
Center “Alexander Fleming”, Athens, Greece. 

2001: Visiting Scientist at the laboratory of Genome Science, Genomic Exploration 
Research Group, RIKEN, Yokohama/Japan. Wet lab training on glass cDNA 
microarrays. 

2002:    Visiting scientist, recipient of an EMBO short term fellowship, at the Ludwig 
Institute of Cancer Research, University of Uppsala, Sweden. Wet lab training 
on glass cDNA microarrays. Work on the expression profiling of an animal 
model of Rheumatoid Arthritis. 

2006:  Appointed (02/03/2006) as Researcher grade B (eq. Associate Professor, 
tenure) at the Institute of Immunology, Biomedical Sciences Research Center 
“Alexander Fleming”, Athens, Greece. 

2013:  Appointed (01/06/2013) as Researcher grade A (eq. Full Professor) at the 
Institute of Immunology (now Fundamental Biomedical Research), Biomedical 
Sciences Research Center “Alexander Fleming”, Athens, Greece. 

 
Academic activities 
 

 He has supervised 12 PhD students (plus 2 ongoing), 21 Master students (plus 2 
ongoing), and 10 diploma students (details at Dissertations and theses).  

 He participated in several postgraduate master courses in Greece; currently: 
Molecular Biomedicine, Clinical Biochemistry and Molecular Diagnostics, and 
Translational Engineering in Health and Medicine 

 He has been invited to present his work at a plethora of scientific conferences. 

 He has served as a reviewer in >38 scientific journals (IF 3.51 -30.548), as well as in 
H1Connect. Special topic guest editor at Front. Med. and IJMS. 

 He has served as a reviewer/evaluator/rapporteur of national and international grant 
proposals: GSRT, ΙΚΥ, ELIDEK, Alliance National de la Research (ANR), British 
Lung Foundation, German Israeli Foundation, Netherland Organization for Scientific 
Research (NWO), Cyprus RIF, RIKEN/FANTOM, Welcome Trust, European 
Commission (Marie Curie/Horizon/Widera), and European Innovation Council. 

 He was selected as the National representative in the 43rd Lindau Nobel Laureate 
Meeting (Lindau, Germany), and he has received a Howard Hughes fellowship and 
two EMBO short-term fellowships. 

 In 2018, he received the National Academy of Athens research award for his work 
on the role of ATX in liver fibrosis and cancer. 

 His lab is recognized as an “excellent” host center for respiratory research (RESPIRE4) 
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Other activities 
 

 He pioneered (2000-2007) the use of DNA microarrays and related bioinformatic tools 
and set up the first expression profiling service unit in Greece, offering services to 
Fleming and external researchers. 

 He is a co-founder of Biomedcode Hellas, a Fleming spin-off for preclinical evaluation 
studies and novel drug development and he has applied for eight patents (6 active).  

 He is a founding member of the Scientific Society for Rare Diseases & Orphan Drugs 
(SSRDOD). 

 He supervised (2005-2011) the creation of several mouse databases, in the context of 
various international collaborations aiming to promote mouse database functionalities 
and interoperability.  

 He set up the Respiratory Unit of BSRC Fleming and various animal models of lung 
diseases, allowing the investigation of pathogenetic genes and therapeutic 
interventions. 

 He set up two biobanks with idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF) and lung cancer 
patient samples (sera, plasma, BALF, tissue), promoting translational research. 

 He set up at the local MS facilities lipidomics, the quantification of more than 70 
(lyso)phospholipids in biologic fluids and tissues. 

 He has signed >42 material transfer agreements for proprietary materials (genetically 
modified mice and monoclonal antibodies) 

 He established a drug discovery pipeline for the identification of novel ATX 
inhibitors, that can be applied for the pharmacological targeting of other novel drug 
targets. 

 His work provided the scientific proof of principle for the ongoing clinical trials on 
ATX inhibition in IPF patients. He holds 7 National (OBI) patents on ATX inhibitors 
and has submitted 4 PCT applications (2 aborted, 1 published, and 1 pending; patents). 
 

Funding (Details at Funding) 
 

 8 European and 18 Greek competitive research grants of a total budget of 
4.435.349,06€ (not counting fellowships and awards before appointment). 

 4 research contracts/agreements with the international pharmaceutical industry. 
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 Magkrioti C, …, Aidinis V. 2018, "The autotaxin - lysophosphatidic acid axis promotes 
lung carcinogenesis", Cancer Res., 2018 Jul 1;78(13):3634-3644. 

 Zannikou M, …, Aidinis V. MAP3K8 Regulates Cox-2-Mediated Prostaglandin E 2 
Production in the Lung and Suppresses Pulmonary Inflammation and Fibrosis. J Immunol. 
2021 Feb 1;206(3):607-620.  
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 Fanidis D, Pezoulas VC, Fotiadis DΙ, Aidinis V. An explainable machine learning-driven 
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a potential therapeutic target for idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis. Respir Res. 2023 Nov 
14;24(1):279.  

 Kanellopoulou P, …, Aidinis V. Versican expression from lung fibroblasts suppresses 
pulmonary fibrosis. Nat Commun. 2026 Jan 21;17(1):1676. 

 Matralis AN, …, Aidinis V. An aerosolised dual-action Autotaxin inhibitor-PPARγ agonist 
for the treatment of pulmonary fibrosis. Cell Rep Med 2026 
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