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POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH POSITION AVAILABLE

Oxidative Enzymes for Removal of Organic Micropollutants
(OXEROM)

A 3-year research position is available at the Unit of Bioengineering, University of Louvain in Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium (http://www.uclouvain.be/gebi) for a highly motivated postdoctoral scientist or engineer.  
The project seeks to produce enzymes catalyzing oxidation-reduction reactions and to apply them towards the elimination of organic pollutants in drinking water (potabilisation) and wastewater (tertiary treatment). The targeted enzymes, mainly novel thermostable laccases, will be produced by fermentation using newly screened fungi and will be subsequently formulated by immobilisation and related approaches in order to become re-usable and resistant against adverse operational conditions. These robust new biocatalysts will be characterized in detail regarding their catalytic properties and operational stability. Their production will be optimized and scaled-up in close collaboration with microbiology and chemical engineering research partners. Finally, these new biocatalysts will be tested in the removal of hazardous micropollutants including xenoestrogens (endocrine disruptors). 
Candidate profile
Bio-engineer, (micro)biologist or (bio)chemist with a strong background in protein chemistry, enzymology, biocatalysis or bioprocess engineering; good technical skills in fungal fermentation and enzyme characterization/immobilization are highly desirable;  hands-on experience with analytical techniques (GC, MS, HPLC, wet chemistry) are required. Must be academically competitive, self-motivated, rigorous, with good oral and writing skills in English, initiative, responsibility and team spirit. 
Language 

English.  Some knowledge of French would be beneficial for the candidate to fully enjoy the social life and culture of the region.
Other requirements 

Complete CV, academic transcripts and two letters of recommendation. Deadline for submission of application (preferably by e-mail): 15 May 2009
Contact  
Professor Spiros N. AGATHOS (phone: +32 (0) 10 47 36 44, fax: +32 (0) 10 47 30 62, e-mail: Spiros.Agathos@uclouvain.be)
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